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INTRODUCTION

The Progressive Donor Guide is designed to inform 
you about the most important races in Washington 
and help you invest your campaign contributions as 
effectively as possible. Our goal is to help you support 
good progressives in the closest races where your 
contributions can make the biggest impact.

Our Donor Guide highlights our picks for the most 
important campaigns in Washington to support before 
the general election.

We give candidates one of three recommendations: 
Must Give, Strongly Recommend, or Recommend. 
The Must Give and Strongly Recommend labels 
represent the best progressives in the tightest races 
– our top priority targets where your investment can 
make a difference in getting them over the finish line.  

Our recommendations are focused on the candidates 
in tough races that need your help to win. That 
doesn’t mean you shouldn’t contribute to good 
progressives who aren’t on our list. There are many 
reasons to support and reward good leaders who 
don’t have the most difficult races, including to 
cultivate relationships with them. Everyone but those 
in the safest districts has to run a real campaign this 
year. If they don’t have a competitive race, they are 
probably “surplusing” funds to their caucus campaign 
committee to support the members who do have 
tough races, which is critical to winning those races 
and helps build their influence in the caucus.

If you have questions about these races, or any race 
in Washington, please feel free to contact our Interim 
Co-Executive Director:

Reiny Cohen 
reiny@fusewashington.org  
206-251-4083
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The path to reclaiming the U.S. House still looks 
favorable for Democrats, but Republicans have made 
it significantly more challenging in recent months 
through redistricting and by gutting the Voting 
Rights Act. Democrats now need to defend all of 
their existing seats and pick up at least three more to 
win back the House. The Senate is a much tougher 
lift. Democrats need to defend competitive seats in 
states like Georgia while picking up a net four seats, 
including multiple Republican-held seats in places like 
North Carolina, Maine, or Texas. 

If we are to reclaim the House, defending 
Representative Marie Gluesenkamp Perez in the 
3rd Congressional District (CD) is a great place to 
start. The 3rd CD in southwest Washington is a +5 
Republican district, but Perez managed to defeat 
MAGA white nationalist Joe Kent in 2022 and 2024. 
This year, she is being challenged by state Senate 
minority leader John Braun, a conservative but not 
fringe Republican with legislative experience who may 
appeal to independent and GOP voters who couldn’t 
stomach Kent’s MAGA white nationalism. This race is 
a top priority for reclaiming the House and building a 
Democratic governing majority.

If you are looking for ways to influence the national 
landscape beyond Washington, our Battleground 
States Fund is a great option. For this cycle, we’ve 
already directed $500,000 to a very compelling set of 
campaigns in the most important battleground states 
that will help flip the House and give us a shot at 
flipping the Senate. If you’d like to learn more about 
our investment strategy or make a contribution to the 
fund, please email rosemary@fusewashington.org.

STATE SUPREME COURT

The Washington State Supreme Court races are some 
of the most important statewide races this year. Given 
that pro-Trump Republican forces do not have a path 

to make gains in partisan races in the state Legislature 
this year, it makes perfect sense that those interests 
have their sights set on a rightward shift of our highest 
court. Conservatives have launched Full Court Press, 
a well-funded campaign to support a slate of GOP-
aligned candidates. It is critical that we win this fight 
to protect our judiciary, our progressive legislative 
wins, and defend the rule of law. We will need to help 
voters understand the stakes and clearly define the 
slate of conservative Full Court Press candidates in the 
general election. 

STATE LEGISLATURE: OPPORTUNITY TO PLAY 
OFFENSE 

The August primary results showed that we have a 
real opportunity to play offense this fall and capitalize 
on the blue wave heading into November. We can 
flip five state House seats and one state Senate seat, 
which would strengthen the governing majorities 
we need to make meaningful progress on issues like 
housing and tax reform. We still need to defend our 
majorities in the state House and Senate and take 
advantage of opportunities to win seats in Republican-
held legislative districts. In the primary, Democrats 
outperformed Republicans in historically red seats in 
LD 26 and across all four House seats in LDs 17 and 
18. There’s also a chance to pick up a Senate seat in 
LD 35, and stretch opportunities to pick up additional 
House seats in LDs 12, 14, and 25.

We can also strengthen the progressive caucus by 
replacing moderate Democrats with more progressive 
leaders in LD 48 and LD 29. Jessica Forsythe is 
challenging Rep. Amy Walen in LD 48 and Krista Perez 
is running against Rep. Melanie Morgan in LD 29. 
Both incumbents voted against the Millionaires Tax. 
Altogether, these races give us a chance to expand 
our majorities and build a stronger progressive 
coalition capable of advancing bold policies that 
support working people.

POLITICAL LANDSCAPE
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INITIATIVES: DEFEATING HEYWOOD’S MAGA 
AGENDA

Brian Heywood and Let’s Go Washington are back this 
year, once again using our initiative process to force 
their MAGA agenda onto Washington state. I-001 and 
I-638 are both attacks on LGBTQ+ kids in schools; 
I-001 will require school faculty to out LGBTQ+ kids 
to their families, even when there is known abuse and 
neglect, and I-638 will ban transgender girls from 
playing school sports, forcing every girl, including 
transgender girls, to undergo invasive exams as a 
mechanism of enforcement. I-645 cuts billions in 
funding for schools, healthcare, and childcare by 
repealing the recently passed Millionaires Tax. Fuse is 
working with the No campaigns on all three initiatives 
and is standing up our Defend Washington slate 
program to assist with outreach and communications.  

TOP RACES

It’s always a challenge to narrow the field of 
interesting and important races to a reasonable 
number of “top races” for contributions. In addition to 
the State Supreme Court races, defeating Heywood’s 
harmful initiatives, and defending Marie Gluesenkamp 
Perez in the 3rd CD, there are many legislative seats 
we can flip and defend this year.

The criteria we use to screen races for our 
recommendations are: 1) Prioritize opportunities to 
change the balance of power, 2) Defend the most 
vulnerable progressive incumbents, 3) Capitalize 
on pickup opportunities, and 4) Support strong 
candidates of color and women. 



FLIP THE HOUSE PROGRAM 
INDEPENDENT EXPENDITURE CAMPAIGN
Rep. Marie Gluesenkamp Perez defeated MAGA 
Republican Joe Kent in both 2022 and 2024. This 
year, she faces a tougher challenge from state Senate 
Minority Leader John Braun, a more traditional 
conservative Republican with legislative experience 
who may appeal to the moderate and independent 
voters who rejected Kent’s MAGA extremism. Our 
campaign is focused on reaching the voters Braun 
needs to win and turning them against him by 
highlighting his record of voting to raise prescription 
drug costs, sponsoring a bill to repeal Washington’s 
Paid Family and Medical Leave program, and 
supporting Trump’s destructive budget bill, all while 
taking tens of millions of dollars from Big Pharma. 

We also plan to produce an ad calling out how Braun 
is threatening to roll back abortion protections in our 
state, which will help mobilize the base of progressive 
voters Perez needs to win by emphasizing what’s at 
stake in this election. By defining Braun as an anti-
choice candidate who won’t fight for Washington 
families, we can draw a clear contrast between him 
and Perez and help defend a key swing seat in order 
to build a governing majority in Congress that’s 
actually committed to delivering for working people. 

Why?

Winning this battleground race is critical to flipping 
the U.S. House and blocking MAGA’s agenda to hurt 
working people by gutting healthcare, raising the cost 
of living, and threatening our fundamental freedoms.

Please contact Reiny Cohen at 206-251-4083 or 
reiny@fusewashington.org if you would like to fund 
our work in this Congressional race. It is funded 
through our federal independent expenditure PAC:

TOGETHER FOR WORKING PEOPLE 
PO Box 4897
Seattle, WA 98194
Memo: Flip the House
https://actionnetwork.org/fundraising/flip-the-
house-by-defeating-washington-maga?source=PDG 

MUST GIVE
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BEWARE THE ATTACK ON OUR COURTS
Far-right interests in Washington 
state are attempting a conservative 
takeover of our state Supreme 
Court this year in order to upend 
the progress Washington has made 
to balance our tax code, stand 
up for workers, and protect our 

environment. With five of the Court’s nine seats on the 
ballot, there is an unprecedented opportunity to shape 
the future of the Court. It’s critical that we win this 
fight to protect our progress on issues like civil rights, 
reproductive freedom, and tax policy by defending our 
judiciary. The primary has narrowed the field for the 
four races with more than two candidates, with the fifth 
race heading straight to the general election.

Conservatives hoping to remake the Supreme Court 
in their favor have launched Full Court Press, a well-
funded campaign to support a slate of GOP-aligned 
candidates. This is part of a broader national strategy 
started by the Koch brothers over a decade ago to 
reshape state courts through low-visibility judicial 
races, coordinated political spending, and recruiting 

candidates with right-wing ideologies. Since judicial races 
are low-information and nonpartisan, it’s critical that we 
help voters understand what’s at stake in this election and 
clearly define the slate of conservative candidates. Fuse is 
partnering with New Directions PAC and other labor and 
progressive organizations on an independent expenditure 
campaign, and we’ll use digital video and direct mail in 
our voter education campaign to prevent Republicans 
from taking control of our state’s highest court.

Why?

We need to defend our state Supreme Court from a 
conservative takeover to safeguard Washington from 
federal attacks and protect our fundamental freedoms.

BEWARE THE ATTACK ON OUR COURTS
401 2nd Avenue South
Suite 303
Seattle, WA 98104
https://secure.actblue.com/donate/beware-the-attack-
on-our-courts-1

MUST GIVE

Republican mega donor Brian 
Heywood has put I-645 on 
the ballot to give himself a tax 
break and cut $13 billion in 
funding for schools, healthcare, 
and childcare by repealing the 
recently passed Millionaires Tax. 

The state Legislature passed the historic Millionaires 
Tax (SB 6346) last session, which imposes a 9.9% 
tax on household earnings over $1 million. This 
tax is projected to generate billions annually to 
fund education, tax cuts for small businesses, 
and the Working Families Tax Credit, making 
significant progress in rebalancing Washington’s 
infamously upside-down tax code. This bill was a 
generational effort by a massive coalition of hundreds 
of community organizations, labor unions, and 
legislators. Poll after poll shows that the Millionaires 
Tax is wildly popular and voters support using the 
revenue to benefit everyday Washingtonians. 

Why?

Washington already has one of the most upside-
down tax systems in the nation, where middle-class 
families pay a far bigger share of their income in taxes 
than the wealthiest. I-645 would make this worse by 
increasing costs for working families and creating a 
massive budget shortfall that would gut core services 
across the state.

NO ON 645
401 2nd Ave S, Ste 303
Seattle, WA 98104
https://secure.actblue.com/donate/no-on-645

NO ON I-645:  
DEFEND THE MILLIONAIRES TAX
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NO HATE IN WA STATE: 
VOTE NO ON IL26-001, IL26-638

While Washington families 
are struggling to pay for food, 
housing, and healthcare, mega-
millionaire Brian Heywood has also 

spent millions on two poorly written initiatives that 
threaten the safety of all Washington kids. IL26-001 
would roll back a key student privacy law and require 
school faculty to out LGBTQ+ students to their 
families, while IL26-638 bans trans girls from playing 
sports on girls' teams. The enforcement mechanism 
for this ban requires all girls who play a sport to 
undergo invasive genital examinations – notably, all 
boys are exempt from examinations. Both measures 
remove commonsense protections for child abuse 
victims and put girls at greater risk of harm, and 
are nothing more than a cruel ploy by Heywood to 
distract voters from the real issues facing students  
and families.

Defeating these initiatives is going to take the 
progressive community working together. With 
enough funding, it is possible to defeat both 
initiatives at the ballot this year, and IL26-638 may be 
challenged in court. MAGA-fueled hostility against 
trans people combined with Let’s Go Washington’s 
brand of fear-mongering makes it necessary to 
conduct voter education on trans identity as well as 
two very nuanced policy issues.

Why?

Instead of getting distracted by made-up culture 
wars, it’s crucial we focus the fight on protecting and 
respecting Washington’s kids, and ensure our schools 
are safe, welcoming, and well-funded for every 
student. 

WASHINGTON FAMILIES FOR FREEDOM 
PO Box 21961
Seattle, WA 98111
https://secure.actblue.com/donate/
nohateinwastatewebsite

MUST GIVE
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STRONGLY RECOMMEND

Carolina Mejia is challenging 
Republican incumbent Sen. 
Drew MacEwen in the 35th 
Legislative District. A Thurston 
County Commissioner since 2021, 
Mejia is focused on advancing 
progressive tax reform, improving 

access to rural broadband, affordable healthcare, and 
public education. MacEwen has opposed gun safety, 
affordable housing, environmental protections, and 
was one of the four Republican legislators who sued 
Gov. Inslee during the COVID-19 pandemic.

CAROLINA MEJIA 
FOR STATE SENATE
LD 35 - Southwest WA, including portions of Thurston, Mason, and Kitsap counties

Why?

This is our one opportunity to pick up a seat in the 
state Senate this year. Mejia was just 1,069 votes 
behind Drew MacEwen in the primary, and with higher 
turnout in the general election, this is a great chance 
to flip a Republican-held Senate seat.

COMMUNITY FOR CAROLINA MEJIA
PO Box 7437
Tacoma, WA 98417
https://secure.anedot.com/mejia/donate 

RENEE HERNANDEZ GREENFIELD 
FOR STATE HOUSE (POS. 2)
LD 26 - Gig Harbor, Port Orchard, and a portion of Bremerton

Renee Hernandez Greenfield, 
former Vice Chair of the Kitsap 
County Democrats, is a strong 
Democratic candidate running 
to fill the open seat previously 
held by Republican state 
Representative Michele Valdez 

(formerly Caldier). Greenfield’s campaign is focused 
on improving education, fighting for climate resiliency, 
supporting workers, and creating real affordability. 
She is challenging Republican Katy Cornell, a far-right 
pastor who has the full backing of Valdez. Cornell has 
been outspokenly transphobic and supported efforts 
to make homelessness worse through ineffective and 
inhumane policies.

Why?

Greenfield and her Democratic opponent’s combined 
vote share outperformed Cornell by more than eight 
points in the primary, but we can’t take this race for 
granted. Continued investments in this race through 
the general election will help flip this key House seat 
and keep a far-right Republican out of the Legislature.

FRIENDS FOR RENEE HERNANDEZ GREENFIELD
1125 Bethel Ave #1412
Port Orchard, WA 98366
https://secure.actblue.com/donate/renee-
hernanadez-greenfield-26th-ld 
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KRISTA PEREZ 
FOR STATE HOUSE (POS. 1)
LD 29 - Pierce County

Small business owner Krista Perez 
is running to unseat moderate 
Democrat Melanie Morgan. Rep. 
Morgan voted against the historic 
Millionaires Tax, and in 2024 
was investigated and found to 
have engaged in “abusive and 

bullying conduct” while in office. Perez’s campaign 
is focused on addressing affordability for working 
families, including housing, expanding childcare, and 
supporting workers’ rights. Electing Perez would help 
us replace a moderate Democrat with a progressive 
who will fight for tax reform, affordable homes, and 
services for working families.

Why?

Perez narrowly won the primary by 387 votes and this 
will be a close race in the general election. Winning 
this seat is a great chance to elect someone who will 
fight for our progressive values and bring thoughtful 
leadership to the State House.

PEOPLE FOR KRISTA PEREZ (D)
PO Box 7437
Tacoma, WA 98417
https://secure.anedot.com/kristaperez/donate 

STRONGLY RECOMMEND

JESSICA FORSYTHE 
FOR STATE HOUSE (POS. 2)
LD 48 - East King County, including portions of Bellevue, Redmond, and Kirkland

Redmond City Council Member 
Jessica Forsythe, the former 
Executive Director of Emerge 
Washington, which works 
to increase the number of 
Democratic women and nonbinary 
leaders in public office, is running 

to bring more progressive leadership to the 48th 
legislative district. Forysthe’s campaign is focused on 
protecting the environment, improving affordability 
for working people, and funding education. Her 
opponent, Rep. Amy Walen, has consistently voted 
against legislation to fix our upside-down tax code 
and make homes more affordable. During the 2026 
legislative session, Walen was an active opponent 
against the Millionaires Tax, introducing several 
harmful amendments and even writing an op-ed in 
the Seattle Times against the bill. Walen’s campaign is 
once again bankrolled by big corporations, a strategy 
that failed her last year when she attempted to unseat 
progressive Senator Vandana Slatter but was defeated 
by nearly 18 points.  

Why?

Forsythe won the primary by just 17 votes, making this 
an extremely competitive general election race and 
a great opportunity to replace a moderate Democrat 
with a progressive champion in the state House.

FRIENDS OF FORSYTHE 
PO Box 853
Redmond, WA 98073
https://secure.actblue.com/donate/jessica-
forsythe-1 
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https://www.seattletimes.com/seattle-news/report-wa-state-lawmaker-engaged-in-abusive-and-bullying-conduct/
https://secure.anedot.com/kristaperez/donate
https://www.seattletimes.com/opinion/comprehensive-tax-reform-in-wa-will-take-more-time-consitutent-input/
https://www.seattletimes.com/opinion/comprehensive-tax-reform-in-wa-will-take-more-time-consitutent-input/
https://secure.actblue.com/donate/jessica-forsythe-1
https://secure.actblue.com/donate/jessica-forsythe-1


DANNY TARKENTON 
FOR SPOKANE COUNTY PROSECUTING 
ATTORNEY

Danny Tarkenton is a former 
Spokane County Deputy 
Prosecutor, Gonzaga Law graduate, 
and Army National Guard Veteran 
running for Spokane County 
Prosecutor to bring transparency, 
justice, and accountability back to 

the position. She is running as an independent, but 
holds strong progressive values, such as expanding 
models for restorative justice, increasing our justice 
system’s engagement with communities of color, 
and serving as a prosecutor whose loyalty is to the 
Constitution and to Washington state law, not to 
Trump’s authoritarian regime. The current Spokane 
County Prosecutor is a MAGA Republican who has 
made clear his intent to weaponize the legal system 
to take away our freedoms. Flipping this seat would 
expand safeguards at the local level against continued 
attacks and disregard for the rule of law by the federal 
government.

Why?

In the primary, Tarkenton ran less than two percent 
behind MAGA Republican Preston McCollam, who 
was not even elected to the seat. Flipping the 
Spokane County Prosecutor's office would expand 
critical local safeguards for the people of Spokane and 
expand our power in Eastern WA in a way we haven’t 
seen in decades. 

DANNY FOR PROSECUTOR
PO Box 18303
Spokane, WA 99228
https://secure.actblue.com/donate/
dannyforprosecutor 

STRONGLY RECOMMEND
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RECOMMEND
RANDI KNOTT 
FOR STATE HOUSE (POS. 1)
LD 18 - Southwest WA, primarily Clark County

Randi Knott is a former small 
business owner and currently 
serves on the Clark County 
Council for the Developmental 
Disabilities Advisory Board. Her 
campaign is focused on centering 
working residents, prioritizing 

affordable housing solutions, educational accessibility, 
and civic engagement. She is challenging Republican 
incumbent Stephanie McClintock, a pro-business 
conservative who has voted against anti-discrimination 
protections in schools and against key rights for 
working people, including protecting workers’ 
healthcare coverage and state employees’ collective 
bargaining rights.

Why?

Knott won the primary by 1,575 votes, proving this 
seat can be flipped. This is a great opportunity to pick 
up a Republican-held House seat and expand our 
Democratic majority in the state House.

ELECT RANDI KNOTT
2210 W Main Street
Ste 107 #203
Battle Ground, WA 98604
https://secure.anedot.com/randi-knott-for-18th-ld/
donate

DEKEN LETINICH 
FOR STATE HOUSE (POS. 2)
LD 18 - Southwest WA, primarily Clark County

Deken Letinich is an assistant 
political and legislative director 
for the Washington and Northern 
Idaho District Council of Laborers. 
His campaign is focused on 
improving the quality of life 
in Southwest Washington by 

making housing, childcare, and the broader cost of 
living more affordable. He is challenging Republican 
incumbent John Ley, who has campaigned on 
reversing the capital gains tax, overturning the Long 
Term Care Act, and opposing progressive revenue 
and affordable housing. In 2022, Ley pled not guilty 
to two felony voter fraud charges after using a 
friend's address to run for office in an open seat near 
Battle Ground.

Why?

Letinch won the primary by seven points, making this 
another great opportunity to pick up a Republican-
held House seat and expand our progressive majority 
in the state House.

ELECT DEKEN LETINICH
PO Box 83
Brush Prairie, WA 98606
https://secure.actblue.com/donate/
deken2026?refcode=websitebutton 

10Fuse Washington  ·  Together for Progress

P
ro

g
re

ss
iv

e
 D

o
n

o
r 

G
u

id
e

 •
 2

0
2

6
 G

e
n

e
ra

l 
E

le
ct

io
n

https://secure.anedot.com/randi-knott-for-18th-ld/donate
https://secure.anedot.com/randi-knott-for-18th-ld/donate
https://www.columbian.com/news/2023/nov/28/former-legislative-candidate-john-ley-pleads-not-guilty-in-voter-fraud-case-his-lawyer-says-charges-politically-motivated/
https://secure.actblue.com/donate/deken2026?refcode=websitebutton
https://secure.actblue.com/donate/deken2026?refcode=websitebutton


BEN CHRISTLY 
FOR STATE HOUSE (POS. 1)
LD 17 - Southwest WA, including parts of Clark, Klickitat, and Skamania counties

Ben Christly is a Navy veteran 
and currently works as a flight 
nurse. He was elected to the 
Clark County Charter Review 
Commission in 2025 and 
co-founded Ben's Bottle Shop. 
Christly's campaign is focused on 

improving our public schools, building more housing, 
and expanding access to affordable healthcare. He is 
challenging Republican incumbent Kevin Waters, an 
anti-choice legislator who has actively worked against 
state abortion care protections.

Why?

Christly led in the primary by eight points, giving us 
an additional opportunity to flip a Republican-held 
seat and keep a Republican opponent of reproductive 
freedom out of the state Legislature. 

ELECT BEN CHRISTLY (D)
304 S.E. Hearthwood Blvd
PO BOX 87872
Vancouver, WA 98684
https://secure.actblue.com/donate/
benchristly?refcode=websitebutton

RECOMMEND

DIANA PEREZ 
FOR STATE HOUSE (POS. 2)
LD 17 - Southwest WA, including parts of Clark, Klickitat, and Skamania counties

Vancouver City Councilmember 
Diana Perez is a first-generation 
college graduate and founder 
of the local League of United 
Latin American Citizens. Her 
campaign is focused on improving 
affordability for families, enhancing 

public safety, and advancing affordable energy 
policies. She is challenging former Washougal mayor 
and Republican incumbent David Stuebe, who 
regularly votes against progressive policies aimed 
at improving affordable housing options, protecting 
workers’ rights, and implementing commonsense gun 
safety measures. 

Why?

Perez had a very strong showing in the primary and 
won by close to ten points, but we need to make sure 
we flip this Republican-held House seat and continue 
expanding our progressive majority in the state 
House.

ELECT DIANA PEREZ
PO Box 142
Vancouver, WA 
https://secure.anedot.com/elect-diana-
perez-cf39e982-6e71-482a-94e7-
d445c120b877/f027ab2c-79d2-4a6d-8193-
d16aacecee31?embed=true
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https://secure.actblue.com/donate/benchristly?refcode=websitebutton
https://secure.actblue.com/donate/benchristly?refcode=websitebutton
https://secure.anedot.com/elect-diana-perez-cf39e982-6e71-482a-94e7-d445c120b877/f027ab2c-79d2-4a6d-
https://secure.anedot.com/elect-diana-perez-cf39e982-6e71-482a-94e7-d445c120b877/f027ab2c-79d2-4a6d-
https://secure.anedot.com/elect-diana-perez-cf39e982-6e71-482a-94e7-d445c120b877/f027ab2c-79d2-4a6d-
https://secure.anedot.com/elect-diana-perez-cf39e982-6e71-482a-94e7-d445c120b877/f027ab2c-79d2-4a6d-


Fuse has organized our national Battleground 
States Fund to help our donors maximize the 
impact and effectiveness of their contributions 
toward the battleground races we must win to 
reclaim the country. We’ve built a strategic list of 
the most important races now required to flip the 
U.S. House and build a lasting anti-authoritarian 
majority. The strategy is to build a bridge to the 
economically stressed, anti-partisan voters in 
working-class communities with locally anchored, 
trusted-messenger-based campaigns. 

Please contact rosey@fusewashington.org for more 
information about great opportunities to impact the 
most important national battleground races.

BATTLEGROUND 
STATES FUND
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WHY TO GIVE
We believe there are six basic reasons to make campaign contributions:

DEFEND OUR COUNTRY
The rise of far-right extremism in this country is deeply 
sinister and concerning. MAGA Republicans and white 
supremacists are attacking our democracy, the rights 
of women and transgender people, and promoting 
racism and violence. We run the risk of losing ground 
on all of our policy advances if far-right Republicans 
win, and with so much at stake in every one of these 
elections, every donation to support progressive 
candidates is a tangible and impactful way to fight 
back against rising MAGA authoritarianism.

HELP GOOD PEOPLE WIN
We believe the top priority is to support good 
progressives in close races who need your 
contribution to win.

REWARD PROGRESSIVE LEADERSHIP
Strong leaders who take political risks deserve our 
support. They generate enemies and opposition with 
good votes, and if we don’t support them it sends a 
powerful negative message to other legislators.

BUILD RELATIONSHIPS
Contributions can build personal political capital with 
your elected officials, making you a more effective 
lobbyist for progressive causes.

DEFEAT CONSERVATIVE LEADERS
Take out incumbents or challengers who are real 
obstacles to progress.

ACHIEVE OUR POLICY GOALS
Whether your goal is to strengthen laws that fight 
carbon pollution, create a more equitable tax system, 
or increase funding for education, investing in the 
races that build a majority supporting your goals is the 
key to our success. We don’t recommend contributing 
more than a nominal amount to a non-competitive 
race unless you are working to strengthen or maintain 
a relationship with the candidate.

HOW & WHEN TO GIVE
In person: We recommend making contributions at 
events or in person where you can make a personal 
connection with the candidate. This way, you can 
communicate your concerns and priorities to a 
candidate when you make a contribution.

By mail: If you can’t contribute in person, we 
recommend that you mail a check with a note, telling 
them you are supporting them because they were 
recommended in the Fuse Progressive Donor Guide. 
Sending them a check eliminates the credit card 
company’s cut (which adds up) and allows you to add 
a message to your contribution.

Online: If you can’t donate in person or by check, 
donating online is a good option.

Independent Expenditures: Most legislative races now 
have substantial independent efforts to bolster good 
candidates. Independent expenditures cannot be 
coordinated with the candidate, and are not subject 
to contribution limits. We are happy to provide insight 
and guidance about specific races and independent 
expenditures if you are interested.



SAMPLE BUDGET

MUST GIVE

FLIP THE HOUSE
FUSE INDEPENDENT EXPENDITURE CAMPAIGN

BEWARE THE ATTACK ON OUR COURTS 
INDEPENDENT EXPENDITURE CAMPAIGN

NO ON I-645
DEFEND THE MILLIONAIRES TAX

NO HATE IN WA STATE
OPPOSE IL26-001, IL26-683

STRONGLY RECOMMEND

CAROLINA MEJIA
FOR STATE SENATE

RENEE HERNANDEZ GREENFIELD
FOR STATE HOUSE

KRISTA PEREZ
FOR STATE HOUSE

JESSICA FORSYTHE
FOR STATE HOUSE

DANNY TARKENTON
FOR SPOKANE PROSECUTOR

RECOMMEND

RANDI KNOTT
FOR STATE HOUSE

DEKEN LETINICH
FOR STATE HOUSE

BEN CHRISTLY
FOR STATE HOUSE

DIANA PEREZ
FOR STATE HOUSE

TOTAL

$500

$500

$500

$500

$400

$400

$400

$400

$400

$250

$250

$250

$250

$1,000

$1,000

$1,000

$1,000

$800

$800

$800

$800

$800

$500

$500

$500

$500

$5,000 $10,000

Our recommendation levels are based on a sample budget and the level of contribution 
that is significant for a given type of race. Contribution limits are generally per election and 
are 50% lower after the primary election. For state legislative or local races, the contribution 
limit is now $1,200 per person ($2,400 for a married couple). If you have the ability to make 
larger contributions than the ones outlined in this budget, please do so! We are happy to 
provide advice and recommendations for larger budgets.

Our sample budgets in the primary reserved half of your contribution budget for the general 
election. Full disclosure – these budgets are larger than the funds that we recommended 
reserving for the general in our primary sample budgets. They offer a relative prioritization 
of the races for a budget at any level. 
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https://actionnetwork.org/fundraising/flip-the-house-by-defeating-washington-maga?source=direct_link&
https://actionnetwork.org/fundraising/flip-the-house-by-defeating-washington-maga?source=direct_link&
https://secure.actblue.com/donate/beware-the-attack-on-our-courts-1
https://secure.actblue.com/donate/beware-the-attack-on-our-courts-1
https://secure.actblue.com/donate/no-on-645
https://secure.actblue.com/donate/no-on-645
https://secure.actblue.com/donate/nohateinwastatewebsite
https://secure.actblue.com/donate/nohateinwastatewebsite
https://secure.anedot.com/mejia/donate
https://secure.anedot.com/mejia/donate
https://secure.actblue.com/donate/renee-hernanadez-greenfield-26th-ld
https://secure.actblue.com/donate/renee-hernanadez-greenfield-26th-ld
https://secure.anedot.com/kristaperez/donate
https://secure.anedot.com/kristaperez/donate
https://secure.actblue.com/donate/jessica-forsythe-1
https://secure.actblue.com/donate/jessica-forsythe-1
https://secure.actblue.com/donate/dannyforprosecutor
https://secure.actblue.com/donate/dannyforprosecutor
https://secure.anedot.com/randi-knott-for-18th-ld/donate
https://secure.anedot.com/randi-knott-for-18th-ld/donate
https://secure.actblue.com/donate/deken2026?refcode=websitebutton
https://secure.actblue.com/donate/deken2026?refcode=websitebutton
https://secure.actblue.com/donate/benchristly?refcode=websitebutton
https://secure.actblue.com/donate/benchristly?refcode=websitebutton
https://secure.anedot.com/elect-diana-perez-cf39e982-6e71-482a-94e7-d445c120b877/f027ab2c-79d2-4a6d-8193-d16aacecee31?embed=true
https://secure.anedot.com/elect-diana-perez-cf39e982-6e71-482a-94e7-d445c120b877/f027ab2c-79d2-4a6d-8193-d16aacecee31?embed=true
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FUSE IS A STATE-
WIDE ADVOCACY 
ORGANIZATION 
DEDICATED TO A 
VISION OF SHARED 
AND SUSTAINABLE 
PROSPERITY, EQUITY, 
AND JUSTICE FOR  
ALL PEOPLE.


